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History
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• Directive 2008/110/EC amending Railway Safety Directive 2004/49/EC

➢ Economic constraints (responsibilities of RUs and keepers)

➢ Entity in Charge of Maintenance created

➢ Article 14a on Maintenance of vehicles

• Commission Regulation No 445/2011 on a system of certification of entities in charge of 
maintenance for freight wagons 

➢ Mandatory certification of ECMs for freight wagons

➢ Voluntary certification of separate maintenance functions (including workshops)

• Working Party on revision of ECM Regulation

• Commission Implementing  Regulation  (EU) 2019/779 – in force 16 June 2020

➢ Mandatory certification of ECMs for all categories of railway vehicles  for June 2022

➢ Safety critical components from June 2021



Maintenance of vehicles 



ECM ? 
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Reinforcement of exchange of information 
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Revised accreditation scheme and certification scheme

The accreditation scheme contains requirements to be used by National Accreditation

Bodies or by recognition bodies when assessing certification bodies performing ECM

certification. It shall be also used by Members States when designating the NSAs to act

as ECM certification body (according to article 14 of Directive (EU) 2016/798).

The certification scheme shall be used by the all ECM certification bodies

https://www.era.europa.eu/activities/certification-entities-charge-maintenance_en

https://www.era.europa.eu/activities/certification-entities-charge-maintenance_en


Other new points 

› Introduction of safety critical component (article 4 shall apply from
16 June 2021)

Safety critical components are components for which a single failure 
has a credible potential to lead directly to a serious accident as defined 
in Article 3(12) of Directive (EU) 2016/798. 

› The ECMs shall use the safety alert IT to inform the rail sector about 
new or unexpected safety relevant findings concerning the 
maintenance activities (article 4 shall apply from 16 June 2021)

› Annual report from ECM to Certification Body (Annex V)
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http://eradis.era.europa.eu/

http://eradis.era.europa.eu/


ECMs and MFs in ERADIS  
ECM MF

December 2020 October 2021 December 2020 October 2021

certificates valid 448 518 495 635

certificates  
freight wagons

428 439 455 516

certificates 
locomotives

27 127 43 165

certificates 
EMU-DMU

12 67 43 111

certificates High
speed train

14 20 23 41

certificates for 
passengers cars

14 59 27 92

certificates for 
OTMs

14 58 29 99



Revision of the guide 
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Task Force organised by ERA on 10 December 2019, 11 February 2020

(Remote meeting , June, July, August, October, November )

✓ Clarification of article 3 and article 10

✓ Clarifications for ECM assessment during SMS assessment

✓ Safety Critical Components methodology

✓ Safety Alert IT 

✓ Annual ECM report 

3 accredited CBs (ERC, SCONRAIL, BELGORAIL )
7 NSAs  (DE, IE, PL, SE, IT, NO, LU)  
4 sector representatives (CER, UIP, UNIFE, EPPTOLA)
1 CEN/CENELEC representative

Version 9 consolidated and uploaded on extranet at the end of March

Publication of the guide on 21 May 2021 



The guide 
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The Guide
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https://www.era.europa.eu/sites/default/files/activities/docs/guidance-ecm-certification-process_en.pdf

https://www.era.europa.eu/sites/default/files/activities/docs/guidance-ecm-certification-process_en.pdf


Making the railway system work better for society.

Discover our job opportunities on era.europa.eu

Follow us on             ERA_railways


	Maintenance of railway vehicles  What’s new and what you need to know
	History
	Maintenance of vehicles 
	ECM ? 
	Reinforcement of exchange of information 
	Revised accreditation scheme and certification scheme
	Other new points 
	Slide 8 
	 ECMs and MFs in ERADIS  
	Revision of the guide 
	The guide 
	The Guide
	Slide 13 

