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This alarming incident...serves as a timely reminder of how
easily things can go wrong when railway infrastructure
is being upgraded and renewed.’

‘It is [...] important when organising intensive periods of
commissioning work, to properly manage the working
hours of the people doing the job. Back in 1988, the
disastrous collision at Clapham Junction happened in part
because working for weeks on end without any days off
was part of the culture in some areas of the railway.
Rightly, things have changed a lot since then. However, the
events at Cardiff showed how easy it is to forget the lessons
of Clapham and slip back into those habits under the time
pressures of a big commissioning.’
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