GISAF – Gabinete de Investigação de Segurança e de Acidentes Ferroviários

Summary report of the accident registered as PT – 241 

Accident of 01/02/2007, at the Passive Level Crossing (LC of 5th category or type D), at the Km 149.695 of the Line of Beira Baixa, with the passenger train No. 5679, consisting of one Allan Diesel railcar No. 359

This train collides with a light vehicle road car Mercedes Benz 300D, registration 09-60-OV, at about 14h08, between the railway station of Fundão and the train stop of Alcaria.

This LC is a passive model and only has static road and railway signals on both ways.

The speed of the train in the moment of the collision was of 80km/h instead of the regulatory 50km/h.

The car entered the LC without stop, and stays visible to the train driver only at about 10m before the collision, and it was no time to react and activate the brake of the train. The car was dragged by 200m.

The accident resulted in 1 dead, the driver of the car, damage to the railway vehicle that prevented it from continuing the scheduled service, the total loss of the road car, and no casualties among the train passengers or train crew, or damage to the infrastructure.

Though this accident does not meet the requirements to be classified as "serious accident in the railways" as stated in article 19.1 of the Safety Directive, 2004/49/EC, it had some impact on railway safety or management of safety, notably as regards the visibility of the LC and the speed of the train.

Recommendations produced:
1. To the operator CP, to reinforce the training to the train drivers to comply with the established regulatory speeds.

2. To the infrastructure manager REFER, to grant regulatory visibility distances of level crossings.

3. To the infrastructure manager REFER, to reclassify this LC to an upper level on safety due to its high circulation traffic.

4. Or, to eliminate this LC.

5. To the infrastructure manager REFER, to put the railway signals for the train driver to activate the horn at regulatory distances.

14/01/2010
Director of GISAF

Victor Risota
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