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3. Introduction
3.1.1.1 According to Memorandum of Understanding signed on the 4th of July 2008, the European Commission (EC) and the railway sector decided to deepen their cooperation in order to further promote a swift and coordinated deployment of ERTMS in Europe. Concretely it reads: “In order to limit the differences between scenarios drawn up at national level, the rail sector would welcome an initiative by ERA to harmonise engineering rules and to reduce “operational specificities” in particular as regards the entrance in ETCS areas.
3.1.1.2 The new Memorandum of Understanding signed on 16th of April 2012 between the European Commission (EC), the European Railway Agency (ERA) and the railway sector reinforce this cooperation and states that: “The Parties welcome the work undertaken by the ERTMS Coordinator and the European Rail sector Associations to facilitate ERTMS implementation. To this end, the European Rail sector Associations re-iterate their support for the following actions: a) Continuation of the work started by ERA on engineering rules and the proper application of its results…”
3.1.1.3 In order to fulfil the scope of the MoUs, the European Railway Agency in cooperation with the sector organisations (CER, EIM, UNIFE,…) set up a working group to develop ETCS engineering guidelines. This document and the guidelines herein are the result of the work performed.

3.1.1.4 The guidelines addressed the topics identified by the railway sector as possible source of problems or fields where steps to harmonisation would be welcomed.
4. Guidelines Released
4.1 Scope of application for a guideline
4.1.1.1 This document and the list of guidelines herein shall be considered as an informative document included in the Application Guide of the Control Command and Signalling TSI. However, it is strongly recommended that any entity using ETCS follows the principles defined in the guidelines.
4.1.1.2 The guidelines promote the re-use of proven solutions originated by the railways and the signalling industry for the implementation of ETCS installations. They intend to facilitate the seamless operation of ERTMS equipped trains across borders or projects between without the risk of encountering untested/unexpected situations.
4.1.1.3 The guidelines try also to reduce trackside national specificities regarding ETCS. A principle to be followed is that same or similar problems should be solved by same or similar solutions as new solutions with minor or limited specific benefit and/or high interoperability risks could be a potential source of problems.

4.1.1.4 The guidelines included in this document are only applicable for the ERTMS/ETCS Baseline 2 projects. The guidelines have not taken into account any reference document from the ERTMS/ETCS Baseline 3. 

4.1.1.5 The guidelines have been developed without contradiction to the Ss-040, which is the mandatory document concerning engineering rules for ETCS. In case a contradiction between any guideline and the Ss-040 would be encountered, the Ss-040 requirements shall prevail.
4.1.1.6 In certain cases, a guideline offers two or more recommended solutions for a similar problem, the reason why is that the variety and combination of issues to provide a solution is so huge that a single and only one recommended solution is not feasible. In other cases, the guideline recommends only one solution but also offers an alternative solution due to the fact that the alternative could also have certain advantages for a concrete project.
4.2 List of guidelines
4.2.1.1 The list of current available guidelines for ERTMS/ETCS Baseline 2 is:
	Reference
	Document title
	Version

	ERA_ERTMS_040034
	Management of Text Messages guideline
	2.0

	ERA_ERTMS_040037
	Start of Mission in Level 2 guideline
	1.0

	ERA_ERTMS_040039
	Level transition from Level STM to Level 2 guideline
	2.0

	ERA_ERTMS_040040
	Automatic Track Ahead Free guideline
	1.0

	ERA_ERTMS_040058
	Level transition from Level STM to Level 1 guideline
	1.0


5. Maintenance of this document
5.1.1.1 Only ERA will be responsible for the maintenance and updating of this document, changes will be managed by presentation and review in the ERA Control Group.
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