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A.1. Scope of the report 

 

The Federal Railway Authority (Eisenbahn-Bundesamt, EBA) is the safety authority 
for railways in Germany and, as such, is responsible for carrying out all tasks result-
ing from the Directive on safety on the Community’s railways (2004/49/EC, ‘Safety 
Directive’): 

 Issuing commissioning licences for subsystems in accordance with the interoper-
ability guidelines for the trans-European high-speed rail system (pursuant to Di-
rective 96/48/EC) and the conventional trans-European rail system (pursuant to 
Directive 2001/16/EC) 

 Monitoring operation and maintenance of subsystems and compliance with basic 
requirements by the interoperability components 

 Issuing commissioning licences for vehicles that have not yet been the subject of 
a Technical Specification for Interoperability (TSI)  

 Issuing safety certificates for rail transport undertakings and safety licences for 
rail infrastructure undertakings 

 Looking at and refining rail safety law, including national safety provisions 

 Entering vehicles in the National Vehicle Register 

The EBA performs these tasks for the entire German rail network, apart from what 
are referred to as ‘Regional transport networks’ and ‘Regional railways’. This report 
covers the activities of the EBA in carrying out the tasks of a safety authority pursu-
ant to the Safety Directive. However, it does not include all of the additional tasks 
that the EBA performs, such as planning for operational equipment for the State rail-
ways, helping to finance construction work in accordance with the Federal Railway 
Development Act (BSchwAG) or planning, approving and monitoring magnetic levita-
tional railways. 
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A.2. Summary  

 

The overall purpose of this report is to convey information on the performance of the 
Eisenbahn-Bundesamt (EBA), acting as the National Safety Authority pursuant to the 
Directive on safety on the Community’s railways (2004/49/EC, ‘Safety Directive”). 
This report is aimed at stakeholders in the German and European railway market and 
the interested public. 

The EBA was founded in 1994 during the reform of German railways as one element 
of this reform. When transforming the former state railways Deutsche Bundesbahn 
and Deutsche Reichsbahn into the private undertaking Deutsche Bahn AG, sover-
eign tasks like e.g. the homologation of vehicles and track or public financing of in-
vestments were assigned to the EBA. Since 1994 the EBA has acted as an inde-
pendent authority within the scope of the German Federal Ministry of Transport, 
Building and Urban Affairs. Its headquarters are located in Bonn, while most of the 
approximately 1.300 employees work in twelve branch offices at fifteen locations 
throughout Germany. 

Building on the EBA’s experience since 1994, it was a logical step to officially assign 
the tasks of a National Safety Authority pursuant to Article 16 of the Safety Directive 
to the EBA as well. This step was taken in April 2007 when the ‘Fünftes Gesetz zur 
Änderung eisenbahnrechtlicher Vorschriften’ [the Fifth law amending railway regula-
tions] entered into force and completed the implementation of the provisions of the 
Safety Directive into German law.  

Parts A, B and C of this report and the related annexes contain global information on 
the railway system in Germany as well as details concerning the legal background, 
tasks and organisation of the EBA. Parts D to G focus on safety related issues: 

 Chapter D enumerates important safety measures taken by the EBA in 2006, 
separated into measures resulting from an accident or precursors and measures 
with other triggers. Annex C contains a table of some CSI for 2006. A trend anal-
ysis will follow in 2007, as 2006 is the first issue of EBA’s annual report. 

 Part E of the report shows important changes in German railway legislation in the 
year 2006.  

 Chapter F deals with safety certification and authorisation; annex E contains fig-
ures related to this topic. Due to the fact that the Safety Directive had not yet 
been implemented in 2006 this chapter only refers to safety certification pursuant 
to Directive 2001/14/EC. 

 Chapter G outlines how supervision of Railway Undertakings and Infrastructure 
Managers was performed by the EBA in 2006. Again, as a result of the pending 
implementation of the Safety Directive in 2006, a clear line between audits and 
inspections pursuant to the Safety Directive cannot be drawn in the report for 
2006. 

The last part of this report (H) sums up the report and tries to give an outlook on the 
future activities and core topics for the EBA. 



 

 

Eisenbahn-Bundesamt 

Federal Railway Authority 

 

 6 

B. Introduction 
 
 
General preamble 

This annual report provides information on the activities carried out by the EBA as a 
safety authority pursuant to the Safety Directive in Germany. It is primarily aimed at 
the railway sector in Germany and Europe, but also at representatives from other 
areas of politics, business and the press and interested members of the general pub-
lic. 

The EBA is the monitoring and licensing authority for the State railways (EdB), mag-

netic levitational railways and rail transport undertakings (EVU) based abroad for the 
territory of the Federal Republic of Germany. It was founded as an independent, one-
stop higher Federal authority within the Federal Ministry for Transport, Construction 
and Town Planning (BMVBS) when the railway system was restructured in 1994.  

 
 

Information on the structure of the railways 

On 31.12.2006, the rail network in Germany consisted of a total of about 38 000 kil-
ometres of track, of which about 20 000 kilometres were connected up to Germany’s 
standard mains system (15 kV, 16 2/3 Hz). This network of track is operated by a 
total of around 160 public rail infrastructure undertakings. Around 34 000 kilometres 
of track are operated by DB Netz AG alone, the largest infrastructure operator in 
Germany. 

Over 350 public rail transport undertakings are licensed under Article 6 of the Gen-
eral Railway Act (AEG) to provide rail transport services on Germany’s public rail 
network, this corresponding to a licence pursuant to Directive 95/18/EC on the licens-
ing of rail transport undertakings. Foreign rail transport undertakings also operate in 
Germany on the basis of a licence acquired abroad in accordance with Directive 
95/18/EC. 

 

Annexes 

A map of the rail network in Germany is attached to this report (Annex A.1). There is 
also a list of rail transport and rail infrastructure undertakings licensed in Germany 
(Annex A.2). 
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C. Organisation 
 
 
The EBA is, as already mentioned in the introduction, in accordance with Article 2(1) 
of the State Rail Transport Management Act (BEVVG), an independent, one-stop 
higher Federal authority within the Federal Ministry for Transport, Construction and 
Town Planning (BMVBS). It is managed by its president.  
 
The specific tasks of the EBA are defined in Article 3 of the State Rail Transport 
Management Act. Accordingly, the EBA is responsible for the following: 
1. Planning for operational equipment for the State railways, 
2. Inspecting the railways, 
3. Inspecting construction of operational equipment for the State railways, 
4. Issuing and revoking operational licences, 
5. Exercising its own authority and inspection and participation rights pursuant to 

other laws and regulations, 
6. Preparing and carrying out agreements pursuant to Article 9 of the Federal Rail-

way Development Act, 
7. In accordance with Article 5(1)(g) of the General Railway Act, carrying out expert 

investigation into dangerous rail incidents, 
8. Appropriating State funds to promote rail transport and to promote the combina-

tion of rail transport with other means of transport. 
 

For the purposes of carrying out its tasks pursuant to Article 3 of the State Rail 
Transport Management Act, the EBA is divided into a head office in Bonn and 12 
sub-offices in 15 locations throughout Germany. The EBA’s head office has four de-
partments (Head Office Services, Infrastructure, Vehicles/Operation and Finance), 
each with subsidiary sections, which are at the same time responsible for the five 
specific areas in the sub-offices. In 2006, the EBA employed a total of 1,335 staff. An 
organisational diagram of the EBA and an overview of the locations of the sub-offices 
is given in Annex B.1. 
 
The EBA has been set up as the higher Federal authority within the Federal Ministry 
for Transport, Construction and Town Planning and is therefore answerable to the 
Federal Ministry for Transport, Construction and Town Planning. Alongside the EBA, 
two other bodies have responsibilities in the railway sector in Germany:  
 
Eisenbahn-Cert (EBC), as the Named Interoperability Office for the conventional 
and the high-speed rail system sector pursuant to Directives 96/48/EC and 
2001/16/EC, checks and certifies compliance with European rules by interoperability 
components and subsystems of the rail system. 
 
The Federal Network Agency (Bundesnetzagentur, BNetzA), as a regulatory of-
fice pursuant to EC Directive 2001/14, monitors non-discriminatory network access in 
Germany. The Federal Network Agency also regulates the electricity, gas, post and 
telecommunications markets and is therefore organisationally answerable to the 
Federal Ministry for the Economy and Technology. However, specialist monitoring in 
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the rail regulation sector is carried out by the Federal Ministry for Transport, Con-
struction and Town Planning. 
 
An illustrative representation of the situation on 31.12.2006 is attached to this annual 
report in Annex B.2. An overview of the cooperation between the Named Office and 
the EBA for issuing commissioning licences for structural subsystems is given in An-
nex B.3. 

 

Changes after the reporting period:  

When the fifth law amending the railway regulations came into force, another in-
dependent office was set up in the Federal Ministry for Transport, Construction 

and Town Planning with the creation of a body responsible for investigating ac-
cidents, this body managing and being responsible for investigating accidents in ac-
cordance with Chapter V of the Safety Directive. 
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D. The development of rail safety 

 

1. Initiatives to maintain/improve safety  

This section contains a list of the measures decided on and taken by the EBA in 
2006 to maintain or improve safety on the railways. EBA measures based on specific 
events such as accidents are shown in Table D.1.1., while EBA measures triggered 
by other factors (such as findings during inspections) are shown in Table D.1.2. 

 

Table D.1.1. Safety measures triggered by accidents/precursors to accidents 

Safety measure decided on 
Accidents/Precursors triggering the measure 

Date Place Description of the event 

 

Brake shoes lacking dimensional stability 

 

A larger number of similar brake shoes were 

immediately checked; this revealed that 

almost all lacked the required dimensional 

stability. 

 

As a result: 

1. The company selling them was re-

quested to inform immediately those 

customers who had bought the brake 

shoes in question and to take appro-

priate remedial action. 

2. Vehicle owner and rail transport under-

taking associations based in Germany 

were informed of the situation and 

asked to tell their members so that 

they could carry out corresponding 

checks on their vehicles. 

3. The national railway supervisory au-

thority and the international safety au-

thorities (members of the ILGGRI) 

were also informed.  

 

 

04.07.2006 

 

Düsseldorf 

 

On 04.07.2006, a tank wagon lost a brake 

shoe insert while travelling through Düs-

seldorf-Flughafen station. A traveller 

standing on the adjacent platform was hit 

and seriously injured by the flying brake 

shoe insert. 

 

Cause: 

The brake shoe used was not dimension-

ally stable. The key used for fixing the 

brake shoe insert in the brake shoe could 

only be inserted with considerable force. 

The resulting force of the key on the key 

slot bridge of the brake shoe insert caused 

the latter to come off. 

Owing to the retaining and guiding cams 

formed on the brake shoe insert, it was 

held in position despite the fact that the 

key slot bridge between the brake shoe 

and the running surface of the wheel had 

come off. Only after wear and tear of the 

brake shoe insert had over time increased 

the distance (brake shoe clearance) from 

the running surface of the wheel could it 

work loose sideways and fly off out of the 

brake shoe owing to the vibrations pro-

duced when the train was moving. 
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Unintentional opening of unloading traps 

 

Vehicle owners have been told that they may 

only operate these vehicles, before they 

have been refitted with an overriding safety 

feature, if closure of the control valve is 

guaranteed through additional mechanical 

locking means. 

 

 

19.08.2004; 

04.01.2006; 

 

21.11.2006 

 

Meggen; 

 Treis-Karden 

and Bullay; 

Roten-

burg/Wümme 

 

On a number of Falns 180 goods wagons, 

the hydraulically operating unloading traps 

were opening unintentionally while the 

train was in motion. This has caused 

considerable damage when trains have 

been colliding with the edge of the plat-

form. Nobody has been injured. 

 

Cause: 

Owing to stiffness in the operating shafts 

and the lever connectors and faulty spring 

devices, the slides in the hydraulic control 

valves were no longer returning exactly to 

the middle setting after the last closure 

order. As these vehicles did not have an 

overriding safety feature (preventing an 

unwanted build-up of pressure at the 

control valve inlet), pressure could gradu-

ally build up in the operating cylinders 

owing to leakages into the control valves, 

which caused the traps to open.  

 

 

Cracks in axles 

 

As an immediate measure, based on an 

investigation into the cracks, ultrasound 

testing periods of less than 10,000 km were 

ordered. The following two long-term solu-

tions have been pursued:  

1. Rejection of the understanding of the 

fatigue strength for axles made of the 

material A5T and 

2. Calculation of operating strength. I.e. 

replacing axles after a certain load 

(time or distance).  

However, the operator decided to replace 

them with axles made of a better-known 

material, retaining the fatigue strength esti-

mate. 

 

July 2004 

 

Finding at the 

factory, EBA 

notification on 

09.08.2004 

 

After only travelling about 470,000 km, 

cracks were found in the axle of a VT 612 

during a scheduled ultrasound check. 

Subsequently, other cracks were found in 

VT 611/612 vehicles, bringing into ques-

tion the fatigue strength of these axles. 

 

Cause: 

Insufficient knowledge of the strength 

characteristics of the A5T axle material 

used. 
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Table D.1.2. Safety measures triggered by other factors 

Safety measure decided on Description of the factor triggering the 
measure 

 

Traces of abrasion on axles 

 

Together with the owners of vehicles and the manufacturer of 

the bogie, an upgrade plan was drawn up for the vehicles in 

question. The z3 measure is being corrected therein and the 

brake lever connectors are being replaced with geometrically 

modified connectors. In addition, the axles are being brought 

up to standard (smooth surface and protection against corro-

sion). Owing to the large number of vehicles affected, this plan 

is to be carried out during regular checks so that all vehicles 

are upgraded within at least 4 years. 

In order that all vehicles can nevertheless still operate, a fault 

tolerance plan has been drawn up by experts for the period 

until upgrade. 

 

 

During vehicle inspections carried out in the middle of 2005, a 

number of tank wagons were found to be showing traces of 

abrasion in the middle of their axles. This is not allowed in 

accordance with the technical rules because it damages the 

protection against corrosion of the axles. The resultant corro-

sion reduces the strength of the axle in exactly the same way 

as the stressing effect during abrasion. 

 

Cause: 

Fault during the manufacture of the bogie. 

 

Fitting sections of track with train radio 

 

Instructions to continue the GSM-R fitting programme: 

 

In accordance with Article 16(4) of the Railway Construction 

and Operation Order (EBO), sections of track used by passen-

ger trains should be fitted with train radio. The following must 

be fitted with train radio equipment:  

1.  Sections of track along which trains are allowed to travel 

at more than 160 km/h, 

2.  Sections of track without section blocking equipment 

used by  

a) Passenger trains or 

b) Trains travelling at more than 60 km/h. 

  

In order to ensure implementation of this Railway Construction 

and Operation Order provision, a legally binding schedule for 

fitting sections of track with an approved train radio system has 

been drawn up for the remaining long-distance and local net-

work not yet fitted with radio equipment.  

 

The Federal Railway Authority’s regular request for information 

revealed that many relevant sections of track had, at the be-

ginning of 2006, still not been fitted with an approved train 

radio system. 
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Growth of vegetation 

 

Releasing electric cables to improve visibility of signals and 

maintain normal clearance: 

 

In accordance with Article 9 of the Railway Construction and 

Operation Order in conjunction with Annex 1 of the Railway 

Construction and Operation Order, normal clearance has to be 

maintained. 

During the railway inspection, breaches of Article 9 of the 

Railway Construction and Operation Order were discovered 

and immediate remedial action ordered. 

Furthermore, following the discovery that minimum signal 

visibility had not been achieved owing to the growth of vegeta-

tion, the immediate removal thereof was ensured through 

administrative law provisions.  

.  

 

During specific and general railway inspections, growth of 

vegetation around electrical cables and growth preventing 

achievement of the prescribed minimum signal visibility or 

encroaching into the normal clearance was discovered.  

 

Observing of trains by rail staff on departure 

 

The staff of a rail undertaking operating trains having foreign 

passenger carriages should not only observe activities on the 

train during departure through the window of the closed door 

(but instead, where possible, through the open door or open 

window), if the closing devices on the doors of the passenger 

carriages have not activated before the train pulls away.   

 

When a train was departing, one of the doors was left open 

and someone was injured. After the doors were closed as 

normal, it was checked whether they were all shut and nobody 

was trapped. After this was verified, the departure signal was 

given as prescribed. As the doors on the foreign carriages in 

question were unlocked for up to 5 km/h, the door could then 

be opened prior to or on departure. Rail staff failed to notice 

this in time because of the limited observation of activities on 

the train.  

In accordance with German standards, in passenger trains the 

doors are already locked after having been closed by the 

central control unit and can no longer be opened. As a result, 

observation of activities on the train on departure could be 

reduced (only through closed window). However, in foreign 

carriages without the corresponding locking device, this limited 

observation of activities on the train on departure is inade-

quate. 
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Instructions to foreign rail staff; 

changing staff during the journey 

 

1. A rail transport undertaking was told that, when using staff 

of another rail transport undertaking on its trains, it was itself 

responsible for issuing any instructions to these members of 

staff in relation to all duties. 

2. The rail transport undertaking was also told that changes of 

train drivers during the journey should only take place on the 

open track and not in stations. 

 

A rail transport undertaking using staff of another undertaking 

referred to the fact that requirements in relation to the applica-

ble rules were being met by the other undertaking. 

 

As a result, a requirement when changing train drivers during 

the journey was not being met. If a change of staff during the 

journey is unavoidable (in long journeys without stops), this 

change has to take place under undemanding operating condi-

tions and therefore on the open track.  
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2. Detailed analysis of trends  

Annex I of the Safety Directive sets out Common Safety Indicators (CSIs) that the 
safety authorities give details of in their annual reports. The various categories of the 
CSI include: 

 Number of accidents; 

 Number of fatalities; 

 Number of people injured; 

 Number of precursors (forerunners) to accidents; 

 Costs of all accidents, time spent on safety and 

 Technical safety of the infrastructure and its implementation and safety manage-
ment. 

 

The state of rail safety should be monitored and assessed by monitoring changes in 
the safety indicators. The safety authority should account for recognised CSI trends 
and – if safety of the rail system is impaired – take the necessary measures to re-
verse these trends. The 2006 annual report contains the first CSI figures and hence 
no analysis of trends at this stage. An analysis of trends will be carried out for the 
first time in the 2007 annual report. 

 

Data on the individual CSIs for report year 2006 and the definitions used by the EBA 
are given in Annex C of this report. 
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E. Important changes to legal and regulatory provisions 

 

During the reporting period, the following important changes were made to railway 
law in Germany: 

 

Acceleration of Infrastructure Planning Procedures Act  

The Acceleration of Infrastructure Planning Procedures Act of 9.12.2006, relating to 
various sectors, contains provisions on road, waterway and energy law in addition to 
railway regulations. The most important change in railway law is the revision of the 
railway infrastructure planning procedure as a result of the new Articles 18 to 18(e) of 
the General Railway Act. A number of provisions have also been amended. For ex-
ample, the Federal Administrative Court has been given jurisdiction in respect of cer-
tain procedures at first instance.  

 

First law amending the General Railway Act (AEG) 

The first law amending the General Railway Act of 13.12.2006 contains the following 
provisions implementing the Directive amending the interoperability Directives (Di-
rective 2004/50/EC): 

 The EBA is responsible for keeping the National Vehicle Register in Germany 
(implementing the requirements under Article 14(4) of interoperability Directives 
96/48/EC and 2001/16/EC in Member States to ensure that each vehicle is given 
an alphanumeric identification code that is entered in a national register). 

 Performing the tasks of a Named Office for both conventional and high-speed rail 
transport using the Eisenbahn-Cert (EBC) (implementing Article 20 of interopera-
bility Directives 96/48/EC and 2001/16/EC). 

 Conditions for the transfer of responsibilities of a Named Office to private under-
takings by the EBA (implementation of Article 20(2) in conjunction with Annex VII 
of interoperability Directives 96/48/EC and 2001/16/EC). 

 

Annex D contains a table giving an overview of the main details of the legal and reg-
ulatory changes occurring during the reporting year. 
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F. Development of the safety certificate and safety licence  

 

1. National law – Starting date - Availability 
 
During the reporting period, the EBA has not yet issued any safety certificates to rail 
transport undertakings or safety licences to track operators pursuant to the Safety 
Directive. The Safety Directive was only incorporated into national law in 2007. This 
report therefore does not yet contain any data on these certificates to be issued pur-
suant to the Safety Directive. During the reporting period, the EBA has issued safety 
certificates pursuant to Directive 2001/14/EC. 
 
As national safety regulations, the provisions are applicable in accordance with the 
communication from the government of the Federal Republic of Germany to the Eu-
ropean Commission of 28 April 2006 on relevant national safety provisions for the rail 
system in Germany pursuant to Article 8(2) of Directive 2004/49/EC. This communi-
cation also lists the sources of the individual provisions.  
 
 
2. Figures 
 
Annex E contains a summary of various figures on safety certificates and safety li-
cences. For the reasons already given in the previous paragraph, information is only 
provided on the safety certificates issued during the reporting year pursuant to Di-
rective 2001/14/EC. Future annual reports will contain all necessary details on safety 
certificates and safety licences issued pursuant to the provisions of the Safety Di-
rective. 

 
 

3. Aspects of procedural law  
 
As soon as the EBA issues safety certificates and safety licences pursuant to the 
Safety Directive, information on the procedure per se and any problems encountered 
will then be provided. 
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G. Inspection of rail transport undertakings and infrastructure operators 
 
The Safety Directive had not yet been implemented in the reporting period. As a re-
sult, no details can yet be given on audits and inspections pursuant to the provisions 
of this Directive. The following section explains how rail transport undertakings and 
infrastructure operators in Germany were inspected by the Federal Railway Authority 
in 2006. In 2006, there were about 150 staff available to the Federal Railway Authori-
ty for carrying out inspections in the areas described below. 
 
 
Inspection of permanent-way, structural and other engineering equipment and 
machinery (Section 21) 
 
Monitoring of track operators to ensure that equipment meets prescribed standards 
and complies with rules for the inspection and servicing of equipment is carried out 
by Section 21 of the Federal Railway Authority during inspections of permanent-way, 
structural and other engineering equipment and machinery (IOHM). 
Railway inspections ensure that the General Railway Act and the legal regulations 
based thereon and accepted rules of engineering are being complied with even when 
approved equipment is being used. The main cornerstone of the railway inspection is 
checking that the rail transport undertaking is meeting the safety obligations laid 
down in Article 4(1) of the General Railway Act. General monitoring during the rail-
way inspection is basically limited to samples. 
 
In this respect, the Federal Railway Authority distinguishes between three kinds of 
monitoring in accordance with the Administrative provisions on the inspection of 
structural and mechanical rail equipment and performance of the technical inspec-
tions of safety in the workplace (‘VV TAU’, view or download it on www.eisenbahn-
bundesamt.de/service/ref21/s_21.htm): 
 
a) Monitoring of undertakings (UbÜ) 
b) Monitoring of installations (ObÜ) 
c) Special monitoring (SÜ) 
 
This division into three areas is aimed at achieving the most flexible and reliable as-
sessment of maintenance activities carried out by the State railways (EdB). The fol-
lowing applies in relation to the individual kinds of monitoring: 
 
a) The monitoring of undertakings (audit) is used to assess the maintenance organi-

sation of the operator’s offices responsible for equipment. This kind of monitoring 
is usually carried out pursuant to Annex 6 of the Administrative provisions on the 
inspection of structural and mechanical rail equipment and performance of the 
technical inspections of safety in the workplace. It is basically an audit of the 
maintenance organisation in which compliance with rules, including internal rules, 
for carrying out maintenance in accordance with DIN 30541 (servicing, inspection, 
repair) is checked.  

 

http://www.eisenbahn-bundesamt.de/service/ref21/s_21.htm
http://www.eisenbahn-bundesamt.de/service/ref21/s_21.htm
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b) The monitoring of installations (inspection) means an estimate can be made of 
the condition of equipment on site and the staff responsible for maintenance can 
be monitored. Monitoring of this kind is also often carried out in respect of the dif-
ferent kinds of work. An overview of the frequency of checks and the activities 
monitored is given in Annex 6 of the Administrative provisions on the inspection of 
structural and mechanical rail equipment and performance of the technical in-
spections of safety in the workplace – a description is not given here.  

 
c) Special monitoring is used to build up a full picture of the technical condition of 

equipment from the perspective of stability, operational safety, railworthiness, fire 
resistance, environmental protection and, if applicable, also maintenance organi-
sation. The EBA reserves the right to carry out special monitoring in cases in 
which the monitoring of undertakings and/or the monitoring of objects are unable 
to produce a clear assessment of equipment. Special monitoring can also be car-
ried out, inter alia, after accidents or unusual events. 

 
The process carried out by the inspection authorities is described in Annex 2 of the 
Administrative provisions on the inspection of structural and mechanical rail equip-
ment and performance of the technical inspections of safety in the workplace. 
 
Table G.1. Frequency of checks carried out in 2006 

 Monitoring of 

undertakings 

Monitoring of 

objects 

Special moni-

toring 

Carried out 830 2884 408 

 
The monitoring of the State railways carried out in 2006 essentially revealed no seri-
ous safety issues. Where faults were discovered during monitoring, instructions were 
occasionally (in about 3% of the audits and inspections) given to improve safety and 
order in relation to the rail equipment. Faults were found in relation to: 

 Vegetation 

 Documentation on the condition of equipment and assessments carried out 
 
 
Inspection of signalling, telecommunication and electrical equipment (Sec-
tion 22) 
 
Section 22 of the Federal Railway Authority is responsible for inspecting signalling, 
telecommunication and electrical equipment (STE). The inspection is carried out in 
accordance with the principles laid down in the Administrative regulations for the in-
spection of railway signalling, telecommunication and electrical equipment ‘VV TAU-
STE’. These Administrative regulations can be viewed and downloaded from the 
Federal Railway Authority website:  
http://www.eba.bund.de/Service/ref22/s_22.htm 
 

http://www.eba.bund.de/Service/ref22/s_22.htm
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A distinction is also made here in relation to signalling, telecommunication and elec-
trical equipment regarding monitoring of undertakings and monitoring of installations 
in accordance with the Administrative regulations for the inspection of railway signal-
ling, telecommunication and electrical equipment. Signalling, telecommunication and 
electrical equipment with safety functions is distinguished from equipment without 
safety functions.  
 
The railway inspection carried out alongside general monitoring is basically limited to 
samples. On the other hand, monitoring may also be required as a result of the par-
ticular threat to public safety and order and the operation of the railways (e.g. for sig-
nalling installations and electrical equipment) during compulsory audits. 
 
Table G.2. Frequency of checks carried out in 2006 
 

 Signalling 
 

Telecommuni-
cation 

 

Electrical 
equipment 

Carried out 2782 1010 566 

 
Monitoring activities relating to signalling, telecommunication and electrical equip-
ment focused, inter alia, on hot box detectors, cutting back vegetation around railway 
equipment, fitting linearly operating strike-out devices on level crossings and fitting 
out stretches of track with an approved train radio system. 
 
The monitoring of the State railways carried out in 2006 essentially showed no seri-
ous safety faults. Where faults were discovered that had safety implications, instruc-
tions were given to improve safety and order in relation to the rail equipment.  
 
 
Operational railway inspection (Section 34) 
 
Section 34 of the Federal Railway Authority is responsible for carrying out the opera-
tional railway inspection. It is an examination of an undertaking’s systems or of spe-
cific installations. 
 
The examination of an undertaking’s systems includes an examination of the 
1. Organisation and documentation of safety management systems, 
2. Organisation and delegation of functions involving safety responsibilities, 
3. Key components of safety organisation/safety order and 
4. Instructions to railway operation managers.  
The examination of an undertaking’s systems is usually carried out in cooperation 
with other EBA departments by special agreement.  
 
The examination of specific installations includes the following: 
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1. Organisational units of rail infrastructure undertakings and rail transport undertak-
ings responsible for planning, controlling and monitoring with implications for op-
erational safety,  

2. Organisational units of rail infrastructure undertakings and rail transport undertak-
ings responsible for staff management and planning with implications for opera-
tional safety, 

3. Organisational units of the railway operation managers of rail infrastructure under-
takings and rail transport undertakings, 

4. Organisational units charged with monitoring disruption in rail services, 
5. Locally manned offices for the operation of signalling equipment and installations 

(e.g. signal box, gatekeeper post), 
6. Offices responsible for train formation, handling and preparation, 
7. Visiting sites and travelling along sections of track on inspection journeys, 
8. Visual inspections of standard and auxiliary vehicles and their loads, 
9. Travelling up front with the driver of tractive units, driving trailers and auxiliary 

vehicles, 
10. Travelling in passenger trains monitoring safety devices, external doors and the 

departure procedure, 
11. Jobs within the risk area of the track relating to operational management and pro-

tection against threats to rail services. 
 
After faults were discovered during inspections in the following areas: 

 Monitoring rail operation in operational offices, 

 Track inspection journeys, 

 Monitoring tractive unit and train staff, 

 Monitoring vehicles, 
instructions were issued to rail transport undertakings in 378 cases, these instruc-
tions mostly relating to the remedying of faults contravening rules, or relating to com-
pliance with existing safety rules. Special safety measures that have been taken in 
addition to existing rules are mentioned in Section D, Point 1. 
 
 
Inspection of railway vehicles (Section 35) 
 
Section 35 of the Federal Railway Authority is responsible for inspecting railway ve-
hicles in accordance with the Administrative regulations for inspecting rail vehicles 
‘VV-EbAu (F)’. These Administrative regulations can be viewed and downloaded 
from the Federal Railway Authority website: 
http://www.eba.bund.de/Service/ref35/s_35.htm 
 
The extent and methods of monitoring are characterised by the need, as the supervi-
sory authority, to build up a reliable picture of the quality and extent of compliance 
with all technical and legal obligations by rail transport undertakings. In order to de-
termine the extent to which rail transport undertakings are meeting their legal obliga-
tions under Article 4(1) of the General Railway Act in relation to safe constructions 
and safe vehicles, the EBA uses a system-based approach and carries out: 

 Systematic examinations of organisations and undertakings, 
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 Systematic examinations of construction types and models, and 

 Examinations of specific installations. 
 
In the systematic examination of organisations, the procedures, responsibilities and 
structures set out by the State railways, applied by them and ensuring the safety of 
vehicles are examined in relation to their likely effectiveness. When carrying out sys-
tematic examinations of construction types and models, examinations differ accord-
ing to type and model. 
 
The aim of examining specific installations is to compare the actual and desired con-
dition of vehicles in accordance with the relevant legal provisions and recognised 
rules of engineering (depending on the vehicle) and the examination of process-
related factors like the existence of evidence, the implementation of safety manage-
ment systems in relation to the vehicle, etc. 
 
Furthermore, specific monitoring, investigations of serious accidents at the request of 
the accident investigation office and investigations of other dangerous incidents are 
carried out and measures are taken to avert the threat. 
 
A detailed description of the process is given in the ‘Administrative regulations for 
inspecting rail vehicles -EbAu(F)-’.  
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H. Decisions – Priorities – Results of safety recommendations 
 
 
The monitoring and examinations of the rail transport undertakings and infrastructure 
operators carried out by the Federal Railway Authority in 2006 showed no serious 
safety issues. Where faults were discovered that had safety implications, the Federal 
Railway Authority issued instructions for the proper maintenance of railway equip-
ment and vehicles and for the safe running of operations pursuant to Article 2(4) of 
the Railway Construction and Operation Order. 
 
No safety recommendations were made in 2006. The main initiatives and measures 
taken by the Federal Railway Authority to maintain and improve safety standards are 
summarised in Section D, Part 1. 
 
Based on the findings in 2006, no specific examinations were ordered in addition to 
regular monitoring. 
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ANNEX A: Information on the structure of the railways 

A.1. Map of the rail network 
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A.2. List of rail transport undertakings and infrastructure operators 

 

Up-to-date lists of public rail transport undertakings and rail infrastructure undertak-
ings - as well as plenty of other information - can be found on the Federal Railway 
Authority website: 
http://www.eba.bund.de/Service/ref11/s_11_evub.htm 
 

A.2.1. List of public rail infrastructure undertakings in Germany 

 
Undertaking Street Code Town Infrastructure 
Ablachtalbahn GmbH Bleicherstr. 14 78467 Konstanz Stockach - Mengen 
AKN Eisenbahn AG Rudolf-Diesel-Straße 2 24568 Kaltenkirchen Neumünster Süd - Kaltenkirchen - HH-Eidelstedt;  

Elmshorn - Barmstedt - Ulzburg; HH-Bergedorf -  
Geesthacht - Krümmel 

Albtal-Verkehrs-Gesellschaft mbH (AVG) Tullastraße 71 76131 Karlsruhe Rastatt - Freudenstatt; Karlsruhe - Bad Herrenalb/  
Ittersbach; Pforzheim - Bad Wildbad; Heilbronn -  
Grötzingen; Ubstadt - Menzingen/ Odenheim 

Ankum - Bersenbrücker Eisenbahn GmbH Bersenbrücker Str. 6 49577 Ankum Ankum - Bersenbrück 
Augsburger Localbahn GmbH Friedberger Straße 43 86161 Augsburg Augsburg circle line, links to  

Lechhausen, Pfersee, Haunstetten 
Bahnbetriebsgesellschaft Mainschleifenbahn  Industriestr. 3 97332 Volkach Seligenstadt - Volkach (Main) 
Bahnbetriebsgesellschaft Stauden mbH Oberer Schleisweg 11 86156 Augsburg Gessertshausen - Markt Wald; Türkheim -  
Bahnen der Stadt Monheim GmbH Daimlerstraße 10 40789 Monheim am  Langenfeld (Rhld) - Monheim Blee/ Monheim Nord 
Bayer Industry Service GmbH & Co. OHG Gebäude L. 7  51368 Leverkusen Köln-Mülheim - Berliner Str. - Leverkusen Bayer 
Bayerische Regionaleisenbahn GmbH Ludwigstr. 6 96052 Bamberg Kitzingen-Etwashausen - Gochsheim (Lower Fr.);  

Strullendorf - Schlüsselfeld 
Bayerische Zugspitzbahn Bergbahn AG Olympiastraße 27 82467 Garmisch- 

Partenkirchen 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen - Zugspitze; 1000 mm,  
rack railway, 1650 V = 

BayernBahn Betriebsgesellschaft mbH Am Hohen Weg 30 86720 Nördlingen Nördlingen - Dombühl; Nördlingen -  
Gunzenhausen; Landshut - Neuhausen 

Bentheimer Eisenbahn AG Otto-Hahn-Straße 1 48529 Nordhorn Ochtrup-Brechte - Bad Bentheim - Nordhorn -  
Laarwald Grenze 

Bergbahnen im Siebengebirge AG Drachenfelsstraße 53 53639 Königswinter Königswinter - Drachenfels, rack railway 1000  
mm, 750 V= 

Borkumer Kleinbahn- und Dampfschiffahrt  Georg-Schütte-Platz 8 26757 Borkum Borkum island railway, 900 mm 
Bremen-Thedinghauser Eisenbahn GmbH Leester Str. 88 28844 Weyhe - Leeste Bremen-Huchting - Kirchweyhe - Thedinghausen 
Brohltal Eisenbahn GmbH Kapellenstraße 12 56651 Niederzissen Brohl - Engeln, 1000 mm 
Chiemsee- Schifffahrt Ludwig Feßler Seestraße 108 83209 Prien Prien (Chiemsee) - Stock; 1000 mm 
Dampfbahn Fränkische Schweiz e.V. Pretzfelderstraße 21 91316 Ebermannstadt Ebermannstadt - Behringersmühle  
DB Netz AG Theodor-Heuss-Allee 7 60486 Frankfurt am  National rail network 
DB RegioNetz Infrastruktur GmbH Stephensonstraße 1 60326 Frankfurt am  

Main 
South-East Bavaria, Erzgebirge, Kurhessen,  
Westfranken, Oberweißbach 

DB Station&Service AG Köthener Straße 2-3 10963 Berlin Only platforms (see separate list) 
DE Infrastruktur GmbH Speicherstr. 23 44147 Dortmund Dortmund Gbf - Do- Remberg - Do-Hörde; Do-  

Nord - Do-Schüren 
Delmenhorst - Harpstedter Eisenbahn GmbH Am Bahnhof 3 27243 Harpstedt Delmenhorst - Harpstedt; Werkstatt Harpstedt;  

Delmenhorst - Lemwerder 
Dessauer Verkehrs- und  
Eisenbahngesellschaft mbH (DVG) 

Albrechtstr. 48 06844 Dessau Dessau - Wörlitz 

Deutsche Museumseisenbahn GmbH Steinstraße 7 64291 Darmstadt Darmstadt Hbf - Bessunger Forsthaus  
(museum railway) 

Deutsche Regionaleisenbahn GmbH (DRE) Rudolf-Breitscheid- 
Straße 203 

14482 Potsdam Lüchow - Dannenberg Ost; Eilenburg Ost - Bad  
Schmiedeberg; Herzberg - Groß Leuthen; Forst -  
Simmersdorf 

Deutsche Steinkohle AG (DSK) Shamrockring 1 44623 Herne Werne - Bockum-Hövel 
Döllnitzbahn GmbH Bahnhofstraße 2 04769 Mügeln Oschatz - Kemmlitz and Nebitzschen - Glossen,  

750 mm 
Donnersberg-Touristik-Verband e.V. (DTV) Uhlandstr. 2 67292 Kirchheimboland Langmeil - Monsheim 
Eifelbahn Verkehrsgesellschaft mbH Rheinhöller 3 53545 Linz am Rhein Linz - Kalenborn 
Eisenbahn Logistik und Service GmbH (ELS) Gewerbepark Ost 14 17235 Neustrelitz Buschhof - Thurow 
Eisenbahnen und Verkehrsbetriebe Elbe- 
Weser GmbH 

Bahnhofstr. 67 27404 Zeven Bremervoerde - Osterholz-Scharmbeck;  
Bremerhaven - Buxtehude; Bremervoerde -  
Rotenburg (Wümme); Tostedt - Wilstedt 

Eisenbahnfreunde Wetterau e.V. Postfach 12 12 61212 Bad Nauheim Bad Nauheim - Münzenberg 
EKO-Transportgesellschaft mbH (EKO-Trans) Werkstraße 1 15890 Eisenhüttenstadt Wiesenau - Eisenhüttenstadt 
ekr Bahnlogistik & Bauüberwachung GmbH Warener Straße 5 12638 Berlin Staßfurt - Egeln 
Emsländische Eisenbahn GmbH Bahnhofstr. 41 49716 Meppen Meppen - Emshafen; Meppen - Haselünne -  

Essen; Lathen - Werlte, Ocholt - Sedelsberg 

http://www.eba.bund.de/Service/ref11/s_11_evub.htm
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Energiewerke Nord GmbH Latzower Straße 1 17509 Rubenow Schönwalde - Lubmin (ex KKW) 
ESWE Verkehrsgesellschaft mbH Gartenfeldstr.18 65189 Wiesbaden Wiesbaden-Dotzheim - Dietz 
EVS EUREGIO-Verkehrsschienennetz GmbH Rüst 30 52224 Stolberg Stolberg - Zurmühlen; Eschweiler - Frenz 
Farge-Vegesacker Eisenbahn GmbH Rödelheimer Bahnweg  60489 Frankfurt am  Bremen-Farge - Bremen-Vegesack 
Feld- und Kleinbahn Betriebsgesellschaft  
gGmbH 

Am Walde 22 23714 Bad Malente  
Gremsmühlen 

Süderbarup - Kappeln 

Fels Netz GmbH Kalkwerk Hornberg 38875 Elbingerode Blankenburg (Harz)   -  Königshütte (Harz), 25,000  
V ~, 50 Hz 

Flecken Bruchhausen-Vilsen Lange Str. 11 27305 Bruchhausen- 
Vilsen 

Bruchhausen-Vilsen - Asendorf, (museum railway),  
1000 mm 

Friesoyther Eisenbahninfrastruktur- 
Gesellschaft mbH 

Mühlenstr. 12 26169 Friesoythe Cloppenburg - Friesoythe 

Gemeinde Dornum Schatthauser Str. 9 26553 Dornum Norden - Dornum (museum railway) 
Gemeinde Losheim am See Merziger Str. 3 66679 Losheim am See Merzig Ost - Losheim 
Georgsmarienhütte Eisenbahn und Transport  
GmbH 

Postfach 12 80 49110 Georgsmarienhüt 
te 

Hasbergen - Georgsmarienhütte 

Gesellschaft der Förderer der  
Museumseisenbahn Hamm e. V. 

Schumannstraße 35 59065 Hamm Welver Ramesohl - Lippborg-Heintrop  
(museum railway) 

Gesellschaft zur Betreibung der  
Waldeisenbahn Muskau mbH (WEM) 

Jahnstr. 53 (Haus A) 02943 Weißwasser Bad Muskau - Weißwasser - Kromlau - Mühlrose,  
600 mm 

Görlitzer Oldtimer Parkeisenbahn e. V. An der  02826 Görlitz Parkeisenbahn Görlitz, 600 mm 
Groß-Bieberau-Reinheimer Eisenbahn GmbH Wersauer Weg 100 64401 Groß Biberau Reinheim (Odenw) - Groß Bieberau 
Hafen- und Bahnbetriebe der Stadt Krefeld Oberstraße 13 47829 Krefeld Krefeld - Bäkerpfad; Krefeld - Hafen 
Häfen und Güterverkehr Köln AG (HGK) Bayenstraße 2 50678 Köln Hürth Fischenich - Berrenrath; Cologne Niehl -  

Benzelrath;Bonn - Cologne (Rhine railway), Bonn -  
Cologne (foothill railway); Merkenich - Cologne port 

Härtsfeld-Museumsbahn e.V. Dischinger Straße 11 73450 Neresheim Neresheim - Sägmühle (museum railway), 1000 mm 
Harzer Schmalspurbahnen GmbH Friedrichstraße 151 38855 Wernigerode Wernigerode - Drei Annen Hohne - Brocken;  

Nordhausen - Hasselfelde; Quedlinburg - Stiege;  
Drei Annen Hohne Eisfelder Talmühle; 1000 mm 

Hellertalbahn GmbH Bahnhofstr. 1 57518 Betzdorf/Sieg Betzdorf - Haiger 
Hersfelder-Eisenbahn AG (HEG) Heinrich-Börner-Str. 10 36251 Bad Hersfeld Phillipstal - Nippe 
Hohenzollerische Landesbahn AG (HzL) Bahnhofstraße 21 72379 Hechingen Gammertingen - Kleinengstingen; Eyach -  

Hechingen - Sigmaringen 
Hörseltalbahn GmbH Adam-Opel-Straße 100 99817 Eisenach Eisenach-Stadtfeld - Eisenach Opel 
Hunsrückbahn e.V. Bahnhofstr. 14 54411 Hermeskeil Hermeskeil - Türkismühle 
Ilmebahn GmbH Dr.-Friedrich-Uhde-Str.  

24 
37574 Einbeck Göttingen - Einbeck - Markoldendorf 

Kahlgrund-Verkehrs-GmbH Am Bahnhof 1 63825 Schöllkrippen Schöllkrippen - Kahl (Main) 
Kassel-Naumburger Eisenbahn AG Wilhelmshöher Alleee  

252 
34119 Kassel Kassel Wilhelmshöhe Süd - Baunatal - Naumburg 

Keolis Deutschland GmbH & Co. KG Rheinstraße 4E 55116 Mainz Alzey - Kirchheimbolanden; Bielefeld Ost -  
Hillegossen; Service equipment in Bielefeld- 

Kommunalunternehmen Stadtwerke  Postfach 12 52 97196 Ochsenfurt Ochsenfurt - O.-Mainlände 
Kreisbahn Mansfelder Land GmbH Ahlsdorfer Weg 10 06311 Helbra Parkeisenbahn Vatterode; 500 mm 
Kreisbahn Siegen-Wittgenstein GmbH (KSW) Friedrichstraße 47 57072 Siegen Siegen - Dreis Tiefenbach; Herdorf - Pfannenberg 
Kreisverkehrs- und Infrastrukturbetrieb St.  Mommstraße 21-27 66606 St. Wendel Ottweiler (Saarl.) - Schwarzerden 
Kuckucks-Bähnel Bahnbetriebs GmbH Sommerbergstraße 3 67466 Lambrecht Hinterweidenthal Ost - Bundenthal-Rumbach;  

Lambrecht - Elmstein 
Landkreis Cuxhaven Postfach 27470 Cuxhaven Bremerhaven - Bad Bederkesa (museum railway)  
Landkreis Konstanz Benediktinerplatz 1 78467 Konstanz Stahringen - Stockach 
Lappwaldbahn GmbH Am Bahnhof 4 39356 Weferlingen Haldensleben - Weferlingen 
Lüchow-Schmarsauer Eisenbahn GmbH Königsberger Str. 10 29439 Lüchow Lüchow-Süd - Schmarsau 
Mansfelder Bergwerksbahn e.V. Postfach 1155 06305 Klostermansfeld Klostermansfeld - Hettstedt (museum railway), 750  
Märkische Eisenbahngesellschaft mbH Wehberger Straße 80 58507 Lüdenscheid Plettenberg - Plettenberg Mitte 
Märkische Museums-Eisenbahn e.V. (MME) Postf 13 46 58813 Plettenberg Köbbinghausen Hammer - Hüinghausen  

(museum railway), 1000 mm 
Mecklenburgische Bäderbahn Molli GmbH &  
Co 

Am Bahnhof 18209 Bad Doberan Kühlungsborn - Bad Doberan (museum railway), 900  
mm 

Mecklenburg-Pommersche Schmalspurbahn- 
Freunde e.V. 

Dorfstraße 6b 17099 Schwichtenberg Schwichtenberg - Uhlenhorst, 600 mm 

Mindener Kreisbahnen GmbH Karlstraße 48 32423 Minden Minden - Hille Hafen; Minden - Kleinenbremen 
Museumsbahn Schönheide e.V.  
(Gemeindeverwaltung Schönheide) 

Hauptstraße 43 08304 Schönheide Schönheide - Carlsfeld - Neuheide  
(museum railway) 750 mm 

MVV OEG AG Luisenring 49 68159 Mannheim Weinheim - HD-Dossenheim; Weinheim -  
Mannheim-Käfertal - Heddesheim, Mannheim -  
Heidelberg; 1000 mm, 750 V = 

NEB Niederbarnimer Eisenbahn AG Georgenstraße 22 10117 Berlin Berlin-Karow - Schmachtenhagen; Basdorf - Groß  
Schönebeck; Abzw Schönwalde - Fa. Stadler 

neg Niebüll GmbH Bahnhofstraße 6 25899 Niebüll Niebüll - Dagebüll, Niebüll - Süderlügum, Tornesch  
- Uetersen; Werkstatt Niebüll; Service equipment  
in Neumünster; 

Neukölln-Mittenwalder Eisenbahn AG (NME) Gottlieb-Dunkel-Straße  
47/48 

12099 Berlin B-Neukölln - B-Rudow Nord - Teltowkanal; 

Niederlausitzer Museumseisenbahn e.V. Holsteiner Straße 37 03238 Finsterwalde Finsterwalde - Crinitz (museum railway) 
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Niederrheinische Verkehrsbetriebe AG (NIAG) Hornbergerstraße 113 47441 Moers Moers - Rheinberg; Moers - Vluyn; 
Norddeutsche Naturstein Rail GmbH (NNRail) Altenhäuser Str. 41 39345 Flechtingen Süpplingen - Dönstedt 
Öchsle-Bahn AG Postfach 16 62 88396 Biberach/ Riss Ochsenhausen - Warthausen (museum railway),  

750 mm 
Osthannoversche Eisenbahnen AG (OHE) Biermannstr. 33 29221 Celle Soltau Süd - Döhle; Celle - Wittingen; Celle -  

Munster; Soltau - Lüneburg - Bleckede; Hützel -  
Winsen (Luhe) - Niedermarschacht; Wunstorf -  
Bokeloh; Werkstatt Uelzen 

Osthavelländische Eisenbahn AG (OHE) Schönwalder Allee 51 13587 Berlin B-Spandau West - B-Spandau Johannesstift 
Parkeisenbahn Chemnitz gGmbH Küchenwaldring 24 09113 Chemnitz Chemnitz park railway, circular route, 600 mm 
Syratal park railway Hainstr. 10 08523 Plauen Plauen park railway, 600 mm, 220 V = 
Planungs- und Entwicklungsgesellschaft  
Güterverkehrszentrum Emscher mbH 

Am Westhafen 27 44653 Herne GVZ Emscher - Wanne Westhafen 

Prignitzer Eisenbahn GmbH (PEG) Pritzwalker Straße 2 16949 Putlitz Pritzwalk - Karow; Pritzwalk - Putlitz; Blankenberg  
(Meckl) - Dabel 

Prignitzer Kleinbahnmuseum Lindenberg e.V. Hauptstraße 7 16928 Lindenberg Lindenberg - Vettin - Mesendorf, (museum railway)  
750 mm 

Regentalbahn AG (RBG) Postfach 13 20  94234 Viechtach Gotteszell - Viechtach; Kötzting - Lam 
Regio Infra Service Sachsen GmbH Carl-von-Ossietzky- 

Straße 186 
09127 Chemnitz Stollberg (Saxony) - St. Egidien; Neuoelsnitz -  

Lugau; Niederwiesa - Hainichen; Chemnitz -  
Stollberg (Saxony); Nossen - Freiberg 

Regionalbahn Kassel GmbH Wilhelmshöher Allee 252 34119 Kassel Kaufungen (paper factory) - Helsa 
Regionale Bahngesellschaft Kaarst - Neuss -  
Düsseldorf - Erkrath - Mettmann - Wuppertal  
mbH (Regional railway) 

An der Regiobahn 15 40822 Mettmann Neuss - Kaarster See; DD-Gerresheim - Dornap- 
Hahnenfurt 

Regionalverkehr Münsterland GmbH Krögerweg 11 48155 Münster Rheine - Spelle; Altenrheine - Osnabrück 
Regionalverkehr Ruhr-Lippe GmbH Am Bahnhof 10 59494 Soest Hamm - Welfer Ramesohl; Neheim-Hüsten -  

Sundern; Neheim-Hüsten - Arnsberg Süd 
Rennsteig Bahn GmbH & Co. KG Bahnhof Rennsteig 98711 Schmiedefeld Ilmenau - Themar 
Rhein-Haardtbahn GmbH Mannheimer Straße 53 67098 Bad Dürkheim Bad Dürkheim - Ludwigshafen-Oggersheim; 1000  

mm, 750 V = 
Rhein-Sieg-Verkehrsgesellschaft mbH Steinstraße 31 53844 Troisdorf Troisdorf - Lülsdorf (Hüls) 
Rinteln-Stadthagener Verkehrs GmbH Biermannstr. 33 29221 Celle Rinteln - Stadthagen 
RP Eisenbahn GmbH Schwetzinger Straße 2 67157 Wachenheim Heimbach - Baumholder; Freiberg (S) - Holzhau 
RSE Rhein-Sieg-Eisenbahn GmbH Siebengebirgsstraße  

152 
53229 Bonn Rahden - Uchte (museum railway), Beuel -  

Hangelar, Osberghausen - Waldbröl, Eggmühl -  
Rügensche Kleinbahn GmbH & Co Binzer Straße 12 18581 Putbus Putbus - Göhren (Rügen), 750 mm; Werkstatt  

Putbus 
Rurtalbahn GmbH Kölner Landstraße 271 52351 Düren Heimbach - Düren - Linnich; Zülpich - Düren 
Sächsisch-Oberlausitzer  
Eisenbahngesellschaft mbH (SOEG) 

Bahnhofstraße 41 02763 Zittau Zittau - Kurort Oybin/ Kurort Jonsdorf, 750 mm 

Langeoog island community boat trip Hauptstr. 28 26465 Langeoog Langeoog island railway, 1000 mm 
Schleifkottenbahn GmbH Staklenberg 1 58553 Halver Oberbrügge - Halver 
Stately homes and gardens in Dresden - 
Dresden park railway - 

Hauptallee 5 01219 Dresden Dresden park railway, circular route 381 mm 

Schwäbische-Wald-Bahn GmbH Kirchplatz 3 73642 Welzheim Rudersberg - Welzheim (museum railway) 
SDG Sächsische Dampfeisenbahngesellschaft  
mbH 

Geyersdorfer Str. 32 09456 Annaberg- 
Buchholz 

Radebeul - Radeburg, 750 mm 

Seehafen Kiel GmbH & Co. KG Bollhörnkai 1 24103 Kiel Neuwittenbeck - Vossbrook; Kiel - Seefischmarkt;  
Suchsdorf - Kiel-Scheerhafen 

SRS Rail Service GmbH Neuoffingen 3 89362 Offingen Industriegleis Offingen - KKW Grundremmingen 
Arneburg town Breite Straße 14a 39596 Arneburg Hassel - Niedergörne 
Bitburg town Rathausplatz 3 - 4 54634 Bitburg Bitburg-Erdorf - Bitburg 
Blumberg town - Wutachtalbahn Hauptstraße 97 78176 Blumberg Immendingen - Blumberg Zollhaus - Weizen -  

Lauchringen (museum railway) 
Jöhstadt town –Preßnitztalbahn- Markt 185  09475 Jöhstadt Steinbach - Jöhstadt, 750 mm 
Stadtbahn Saar GmbH Hohenzollernstraße 104- 

106 
66117 Saarbrücken Sarreguemines - Riegelsberg Süd 

Bad Wurzach town council Postfach 12 80 88405 Bad Wurzach Rossberg - Bad Wurzach 
Stadtwerke Trossingen GmbH Bahnhofstraße 9 78647 Trossingen Rottweil - Trossingen Stadt 
Südwestdeutsche Verkehrs-AG (SWEG) Rheinstraße 8 77933 Lahr Achern - Ottenhöfen; Bühl (Baden) - Schwarzach -  

Dow Chemicals 
SWK Mobil GmbH St. Töniser Straße 124 47804 Krefeld Krefeld Süd - St. Tönis; Krefeld - Hülserberg 
Talbahn GmbH Mühlenstr. 38 58285 Gevelsberg Hagen Haspe - Ennepetal-Altenvoerde 
Tegernsee-Bahn Betriebsgesellschaft mbH Bahnhofsplatz 5 83684 Tegernsee Schaftlach - Tegernsee 
Thüringer Eisenbahn GmbH Schollerstraße 47 99096 Erfurt Großheringen - Straußfurt 
TME Torsten Meincke Eisenbahn GmbH Hagenow Land - Zarrentin; Werkstatt Schwerin 
Tourismus und Warnetalbahn GmbH Bahnhofstraße 11 38300 Wolfenbüttel Börßum - Salzgitter Bad 
Touristik Eisenbahn Ruhrgebiet GmbH Kronprinzenstr. 35 45128 Dortmund Essen, Zeche Zollverein - Schurenbach; Hattingen -  

Wengern Ost (museum railway) 
UEF Eisenbahnverkehrsgesellschaft mbH Im Schießgärtle 3 70567 Stuttgart Amstetten - Gerstetten; Amstetten - Oppingen  

1000 mm (museum railway); Werkstatt Heilbronn 
Usedomer Bäderbahn GmbH Am Bahnhof 1 17424 Seebad  

Heringsdorf 
Züssow - Ahlbeck Gr., Peenemünde - Zinnowitz,  
Velgast - Barth 

Verden-Walsroder Eisenbahn GmbH Moorstraße 2a 27283 Verden Verden (Aller) - Stemmen; Böhme - Walsrode 
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Verein Parkeisenbahn Auensee e. V. Gustav-Esche-Str. 8 04159 Leipzig Leipzig Auensee park railway, circular route, 381  
Verkehrsbetriebe Extertal - Extertalbahn GmbH Am Bahnhof 1 32699 Extertal Rinteln Süd - Barntrup, 1500 V =, 
Verkehrsbetriebe Grafschaft Hoya GmbH Am Bahnhof 1 27318 Hoya Eystrup - Hoya - Bruchhausen-Vilsen -  
Verkehrsbetriebe Peine - Salzgitter GmbH Am Hillenholz 28 38229 Salzgitter Salzgitter Bad - Salzgitter AG - Peine 
Verkehrsgesellschaft Landkreis Osnabrück  
GmbH 

Bremer Str. 11 49163 Bohmte Preuß. Oldendorf - Bohmte; Osnabrück-Hörne -  
Dissen-Bad Rothenfelde 

Verkehrsgesellschaft Norderstedt mbH (VGN) Heidbergstraße 101-111 22846 Norderstedt Norderstedt - Ulzburg Süd 
Verkehrsverband Hochtaunus -Zweckverband  
(VHT) 

Ludwig-Erhard-Anlage 1-  
4 

61352 Bad Homburg Friedrichsdorf - Brandoberndorf 

Vorwohle-Emmerthaler Verkehrsbetriebe  Am Bahnhof 1 37619 Bodenwerder Emmerthal - Grohnde/KKW 
Vulkan-Eifel-Bahn Betriebsgesellschaft mbH Kasselburger Weg 16 54568 Gerolstein Gerolstein - Kaisersesch and Werkstatt Gerolstein 
VVM Verein Verkehrsamateure und  
Museumsbahnen e. V. 

Billhorner Deich 79 20537 Hamburg Kiel Süd - Schönberg (Holst.) - Schönberger  
Strand (museum railway) 

Wanne-Herner Eisenbahn und Hafen GmbH  
(WHE) 

Am Westhafen 27 44653 Herne Wanne-Eickel Hafen - Wanne Eickel - Wanne  
Herzogstr/ Hüls works 

Wendelsteinbahn GmbH Kerschelweg 30 83098 Brannenburg Brannenburg - Wendelstein; 1000 mm,  
rack railway, 1500 V = 

WestEnergie und Verkehr GmbH Haihover Straße 19 52511 Geilenkirchen Industriebahn Geilenkirchen and Gillrath -  
Schierwaldenrath (museum railway) 1000 mm 

Westerwaldbahn GmbH Rosenheimer Straße 1 57520 Steinebach Betzdorf  - Daaden; Scheuerfeld - Welefeld and  
service equipment in Betzdorf 

Westfälische Almetalbahn GmbH Obere Sage 33184 Altenbeken Helmstedt - Grasleben 
Westfälische Landes-Eisenbahn GmbH (WLE) Beckumer Straße 70 59555 Lippstadt Münster - Neubeckum - Zementwerk Anneliese;  

Beckum - Lippstadt - Warstein; Belecke - Rüthen;  
Soest - S-Thomätor 

Württembergische Eisenbahn-Gesellschaft  
mbH 

Seewiesenstraße 19 71334 Waiblingen Korntal - Weißach; Nürtingen - Neuffen; Gaildorf- 
West - Untergröningen 

Joint Board of the Brandenburg Museum for  
Small and Private Railways 

Am Bahnhof 3 17291 Gramzow Gramzow - Damme - Eickstedt (museum railway) 

Joint Board of the Franconian Freiland   
Museum, Fladungen 

Silcherstraße 5 97074 Würzburg Fladungen - Mellrichstadt (museum railway) 

Joint Board of Kandertal railway Postfach 1128 79400 Kandern Haltingen - Kandern (museum railway) 
Joint Board of the ÖPNV in Ammertal Wilhelm-Keil-Straße 50 72072 Tübingen Tübingen - Herrenberg 
Joint Board Schönbuch railway (ZÖA) Postfach 16 40 71006 Böblingen Böblingen - Dettenhausen 
Joint Board of the Transport Association 
 

Alter Postplatz 10 71332 Waiblingen Schorndorf - Rudersberg 



 

 

Eisenbahn-Bundesamt 

Federal Railway Authority 

 

 29 

A.2.2. List of public rail transport undertakings in Germany 
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ANNEX B: Organisational diagram of the National Safety Authority 

 

B.1.1. Diagram: Internal organisation (as at 2006) 
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B.1.2. Internal Organisation – Location of the sub-offices 

 

 

 
 

B.2. Diagram: Connection with other national authorities* 

 
* As at 2006; the independent Accident Investigation Office was introduced in 2007 
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B.3. Diagram: Cooperation with Named Offices 
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ANNEX C: CSI data and applicable definitions 

 

C.1. CSI data 

 
 
Safety indicators pursuant to Annex 1 of the Safety Directive 2004/49/EC1) 
 
1.  Accident-related indicators 

 
 1.1 Total number of accidents and average number of accidents (based on millions of 

kilometres travelled), broken down according to accident type 

 
 

 

 

All accident 

types 

Train collisions, 
including 

collisions with 
obstacles within 
the clearance 

profile 

 
 
 

Derailments 

 
Accidents on 

level crossings, 
including those 

shared with 
pedestrians 

Accidents 
resulting in 

personal injury 
caused by 

moving railway 
vehicles, not 

including 
suicides 

 
 
 

Vehicle fires 

 
 
 

Other accidents 

Total  983 422 52 181 216 98 14 
Average 0.97 0.42 0.05 0.18 0.21 0.10 0.01 

 
 

1.2 Total number and average number of seriously injured persons and fatalities de-
pending on the type of accident (based on millions of kilometres travelled), broken 
down into the following categories 
 
1.2.1. Seriously injured persons  

 
 

 

 

All accident 

types 

Train collisions, 
including 

collisions with 
obstacles within 
the clearance 

profile 

 
 
 

Derailments 

 
Accidents on 

level crossings, 
including those 

shared with 
pedestrians 

Accidents 
resulting in 

personal injury 
caused by 

moving railway 
vehicles, not 

including 
suicides 

 
 
 

Vehicle fires 

 
 
 

Other accidents 

Total  number of seriously 
injured persons 

149 10 0 45 39 0 55 
Average number of seriously 
injured persons 

0.147 0.010 0 0.044 0.038 0 0.054 
OF which:        
Passengers 65 2 0 1 14 0 48 
Average number of seriously 
injured passengers 

0.064 0.002 0 0.001 0.014 0 0.047 
Average number of seriously 
injured passengers per 
thousand million passenger 
km 

0.836 0.026 0 0.013 0.180 0 0.617 

Staff 18 8 0 4 5 0 1 
Average number of seriously 
injured staff 

0.018 0.008 0 0.004 0.005 0 0.001 
Users of level crossings 39 0 0 39 0 0 0 
Average number of seriously 
injured users of level cross-
ings 

0.038 0 0 0.038 0 0 0 

Trespassers on railway 
property 

27 0 0 1 20 0 6 
Average number of seriously 
injured trespassers on 
railway property 

0.027 0 0 0.001 0.020 0 0.006 

Other persons 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Average number of other 
seriously injured persons 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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1.2.2. Fatalities 

 
  

 

 

 

All accident 

types 

Train collisions, 
including 

collisions with 
obstacles within 
the clearance 

profile 

 
 
 

Derailments 

 
Accidents on 

level crossings, 
including those 

shared with 
pedestrians 

Accidents 
resulting in 

personal injury 
caused by 

moving railway 
vehicles, not 

including 
suicides 

 
 
 

Vehicle fires 

 
 
 

Other accidents 

Total  number of fatalities 192 10 0 50 142 0 0 
Average number of fatalities 0.189 0 0 0.049 0.140 0 0 
Of which:        
Passengers 18 0 0 0 18 0 0 
Average number of passen-
gers killed 

0.018 0 0 0 0.018 0 0 
Average number of passen-
gers killed per thousand 
million passenger km 

0.231 0 0 0 0.231 0 0 

Staff 6 0 0 0 6 0 0 
Average number of staff 
killed 

0.006 0 0 0 0.006 0 0 
Users of level crossings 50 0 0 50 0 0 0 
Average number of users of 
level crossings killed 

0.049 0 0 0.049 0.000 0 0 
Trespassers on railway 
property 

118 0 0 0 118 0 0 
Average number of trespass-
ers on railway property killed 

0.116 0 0 0 0.116 0 0 
Other persons 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Average number of other 
persons killed 

0 0 0 0 0.000 0 0 



 

 

Eisenbahn-Bundesamt 

Federal Railway Authority 

 

 39 

 
2.  Indicators relating to disruptions and near misses 

 
 Total number and average number of disruptions and near misses (based on millions 

of kilometres travelled), broken down into the following categories 

 
  

 

All disruptions 

and near 

misses 

Cracks on the 
rails 

Bowing of the 
rails 

Signalling faults 

 
 

Dangerous 
ignoring of a 
stop signal 

 
 

Wheel cracks Axle cracks 

Total  207 124 72 0 568
2) 

2 9 
Average 0.204 0.122 0.071 0.000 0.559 0.002 0.009 

 
3. Indicators relating to the consequences of accidents 
 
 Costs and hours spent were not recorded in the reporting year.  
 
4. Indicators relating to the technical safety of the infrastructure and its 

implementation 
 

Percentage share of sections 
with automatic train safety 

 

Not available 

Percentage share of train 
kilometres travelled using 
operational train safety 
systems 

 
Not available 

Number of level crossings 20317 
Number of level crossings 
per kilometre 

0.59 
Percentage share of auto-
matically or manually pro-
tected level crossings  

54% 

 
5. Indicators relating to the safety management system 
 
 The Safety Directive had not yet been implemented in the reporting year.  
 
 
1) Data source is the database of dangerous incidents reported to the EBA;    

for definitions used, see Part C.2. 
2) Not included in the total, cf. definition in Part C.2 
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C.2. Definitions used in the annual report 
 
C.2.1. Applicable definitions pursuant to Regulation 91/03: 
 
Fatalities 
Anyone who dies either immediately after an accident or within 30 days as a result of 
injuries sustained in accident - apart from people committing suicide; 
 
Seriously injured persons   
Any injured person spending more than 24 hours in hospital after an accident, apart 
from people committing suicide; 
 
Passenger kilometres  
The unit of measurement for the transportation of a passenger by rail over a distance 
of one kilometre. Only the distance covered in the territory of the reporting country is 
taken into account; 
 
Passenger 
A person travelling by rail who is not a member of staff. For the purposes of the acci-
dent statistics, passengers who try to jump on or off a moving train are included; 
 
Suicide 
An act of deliberate self-harm resulting in death, as registered and classified by the 
relevant national authority; 
 
Significant accident 
Any accident involving at least one moving railway vehicle in which at least one per-
son is seriously injured or killed or which results in extensive damage to the vehicle, 
the tracks, other equipment or the surrounding area or considerable disruption to 
services. Accidents that occur in workshops and stores and at operational sites are 
excluded; 
 
Train 
One or more railway vehicles pulled by one or more locomotives or railway vehicles, 
or a single moving railway vehicle travelling under a specific number or a separate 
designation from a fixed starting point to a fixed finishing point. Empty locomotives 
(locomotives running on their own) are not counted as trains; 
 
Train kilometres  
The unit of measurement for the movement of a train over a distance of one kilome-
tre. The distance taken into account is - where known - the distance actually trav-
elled; otherwise, the standard network distance between the start and end point is 
used. Only the distance covered in the territory of the reporting country is measured; 
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C.2.2 National provisions 
 
The CSIs are determined on the basis of the following national provisions, which are 
used in reports given by the rail transport undertakings involved: 
 
a) Supplements to Regulation 91/03 
 
Passenger (‘person travelling’) 
User of railway vehicles or platform facilities (including entrances and exits), apart 
from staff of rail transport undertakings when on duty. 
 
Seriously injured persons   
People who are incapable of working for more than three days as a result of injuries 
sustained in a rail accident. 
 
b) National definitions 
 
Train collision 
The running of one railway vehicle into another.  
 
Collision with obstacles within the clearance profile 
Hitting an obstacle in the normal clearance, but not another railway vehicle. This 
does not affect industrial accidents.  
 
Derailment 
The slipping or raising of a railway vehicle off the track, even if it corrects itself, or the 
running of a railway vehicle on two tracks.  
 
Accident on a level crossing (‘collision’) 
The collision of a railway vehicle and a road user on a level crossing.  
 
Accident involving people (‘collision with people’) 
Hitting people (not passengers) in the standard clearance. This does not affect indus-
trial accidents.  
 
Vehicle fire 
Open fire in or on a railway vehicle. 
 
Other accident 
Any accident that does not fall into any of the other categories. 
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Dangerous ignoring of a stop signal (‘missing a signal’) 
In Germany, a missed signal is currently recorded every time a stop signal is ignored, 
irrespective of whether there was a danger or not. No distinction can currently be 
made between ‘safe’ and ‘dangerous’. As a result, this category only includes missed 
signals caused by a mistake by the traction vehicle driver. The proportion of danger-
ous incidents here is about 1 %, so the number of incidents that were actually dan-
gerous is well below the stated number of 568 cases. 
 
Wheel crack (‘defect in / damage to wheel disc’) 
Broken wheel disc or loose wheel tyre. 
 
Axle breakage (‘defect in / damage to axle’) 
Breakage of the axle. 
 
User of level crossings 
Any road user who uses a level crossing in a vehicle or on foot. 
 
Staff 
Personnel of a rail transport undertaking, either on duty or on the way to or from 
work. 
 
Trespassers on railway property 
People who gain access to or use a railway facility or a vehicle without official per-
mission in that they are not making general use of the transport service provided and 
have no special right to use it. 
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C.3. Abbreviations 
 
CSI   Common Safety Indicator 
ERA   European Railway Agency 
BÜ   Level crossing 
Million   106 
Thousand million 109 
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ANNEX D: Important legal and regulatory changes  

 

 

   
Law 

 
Date on 

which the 
law came 
into force 

 
Reason for the introduction 
(give details of the new law 

or change to the existing law 

 
Description 

 
General national law on railway safety 
  

 
Legislation on the 
national safety authori-
ty 

 
First law amending 
the General Railway 
Act of 13.12.2006 
(Federal Law Ga-
zette I-2919) 
 

 
19.12.2006 

 
Amendment of the General 
Railway Act implementing 
Directives 96/48/EC and 
2001/16/EC, last amended by 
Directive 2004/50/EC, in na-
tional law 

 
 Competence of the EBA 

for keeping the National 
Vehicle Register 

 
Legislation on the 
Named Offices, ex-
perts, third offices for 
registration, examina-
tion, etc.  

 
First law amending 
the General Railway 
Act of 13.12.2006 
(Federal Law Ga-
zette I-2919) 

  
19.12.2006 

  
Amendment of the General 
Railway Act implementing 
Directives 96/48/EC and 
2001/16/EC, last amended by 
Directive 2004/50/EC, in na-
tional law 

  
 Performance of the tasks 

of a Named Office pursu-
ant to Directives 96/48/EC 
and 2001/16/EC by EBC 

 
 Conditions for the transfer 

of tasks of a Named Office  
to private undertakings 

 

 
National provisions on rail safety 
   

 
Provisions on the 
requirements for the 
approval of commis-
sioning of infrastructure 
(sections of track, 
bridges, tunnels, pow-
er, ATC, radio, signals, 
level crossings, plat-
forms, etc.) 
 

 
Acceleration of Infra-
structure Planning 
Procedures Act of 
9.12.2006 (Federal 
Law Gazette I-2833) 

  
17.12.2006 

  
Cross-sector acceleration of 
infrastructure planning proce-
dures (rail, road, waterways, 
energy) 

  
In particular, replacement of 
the old Article 18 of the Gen-
eral Railway Act with new 
Articles 18 to 18e of the Gen-
eral Railway Act: detailed 
revision of planning law for 
railway infrastructures.  
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ANNEX E: Drawing up safety certificates and safety licences – Figures  

 

E.1. Safety Certificates pursuant to Directive 2001/14/EC 

Number of Safety Certificates issued pursuant 

to Directive 2001/14/EC, received by licensed 

rail transport undertakings in 2006  

in Germany 201 

in another Member State 6 

 

Annex E will in future contain other tables providing various data on safety certifi-
cates and safety licences in accordance with the Safety Directive. This part only be-
comes relevant in the next annual report (introduction of the Safety Directive in Ger-
many, cf. Chapter F). 

 


